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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
The Council on Recovery Appoints Mary Beck, LMSW, CAI, 

To Be the Next President & CEO 
Beck to Succeed Longtime CEO Mel Taylor in September 

 
 

HOUSTON, Texas (August 3, 2021) – The Council on Recovery is pleased to announce that Mary 
Beck, LMSW, CAI, has been selected to serve as its next President & CEO. Beck, currently the 
Executive Vice President for The Council, will succeed Mel Taylor, MSW, who is retiring after 
three decades in the role, and a lifetime of service to the Houston community. Beck will officially 
begin the position at the beginning of The Council’s 2021-2022 fiscal year on September 1, and 
Taylor will continue to support the organization’s Foundation in an emeritus position. 
 
“I am honored and thrilled to pass the torch to Mary,” says Taylor. “She makes every decision, 
big or small, with the intention to progress The Council’s mission to keep our community healthy, 
productive, and safe by providing services and information to all who may be adversely affected 
by alcohol, drugs and related issues.” 
 
After Taylor announced his intention to retire, Board of 
Trustees Chairman Dean Quinn formed a search 
committee comprised of tenured board members, and hired 
an executive search firm to launch a nationwide search. 
After five months of interviews and discussions, the search 
committee unanimously recommended to elect Beck, who 
was then approved by The Council’s Board of Trustees. 
 
 
“It was a clear decision for us,” says Quinn. “We look forward to working with Mary going forward 
and seeing her visionary leadership guide this long-standing organization to further success.” 
 
Having served The Council since 2003, Beck is an accomplished and respected executive with a 
distinctive passion for supporting and uplifting the Houston community and behavioral health field. 
Before serving as Executive Vice President, she worked in various roles, including youth 

Beck (Center) pictured with Taylor (Left) and Quinn (Right) 



intervention, prevention, program development and evaluation, and clinical operations. In these 
roles, she oversaw creation of a centralized call center and a significant reorganization of 
programs and services for effectiveness and financial viability, among other accomplishments. 

 
“Knowing how thoughtful and deliberate the search process was, it is very humbling to be 
considered as the best person to lead The Council,” says Beck. “I will commit myself to live up to 
that each and every day I serve in this role.” 
 

### 
 

About The Council on Recovery:  Founded in 1946, The Council on Recovery is Houston’s oldest and 
largest non-profit organization providing the full spectrum of prevention, education, intervention, 
treatment, and recovery services for individuals of all ages. The Council on Recovery is committed to 
helping Houston overcome the addiction epidemic through a focus on family healing and long-term 
support that is equally accessible to all in need.  Directly touching over 50,000 lives each year through 
prevention programs for children and youth, in-school and clinical counseling for teens, outpatient 
substance abuse treatment for adults, and more, our mission is to provide the highest quality of care at 
affordable rates for individuals and their families. Affiliated with the United Way of Greater Houston, The 
Council receives funding from private contributions and grants, special events, and program fees. For 
more information, visit www.councilonrecovery.org.  
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